ONLINE BIBLE STUDY SAFETY & GUIDELINES
Our goal is to create a secure environment that helps you feel comfortable connecting with others. Everyone uses social media differently and we all have different “guardrails” or boundaries. 

However, we’ve created a set of guardrails for this online study that your leaders will use and refer to whenever needed. Please review these guardrails. They will be posted on our private Facebook page in the file section. 

FRIENDING OTHERS ON YOUR PERSONAL PAGES
Online groups are a great opportunity to meet and get to know other women from all different walks of life. Our group administrators will monitor the posts to make sure that group interactions model love and respect.

With that in mind, we ask that you exercise wisdom in accepting friend request from each other.  Don’t get us wrong, we want you to be friends on your personal pages, but we also suggest that you interact with each other on the group page before sending or accepting friend requests on your personal pages.

But, I can always unfriend or unfollow, right? Yes, you can. But that can get awkward if the online group is still in session. We don’t want to be suspicious of each other, however, we also want to be “wise as a serpent, gentle as a dove.”

As your online leaders, we will not police how you manage your personal information. We’re just asking that you exercise caution.



Just take your time friending each other up. Best case scenario is to wait until the final session and then friend up the individuals that you connected with the most and want to stay in contact with on Facebook.

GIVING OUT YOUR PHONE NUMBER/ADDRESS INFORMATION
There are going to be women that you connect with more than others. Great! Just the same as we ask that you use wisdom in accepting or making friend requests, we ask that you refrain from giving out your cell phone or address to classmates. That personal information should be protected as much as possible.

Thankfully, we have lots of ways to stay connected via Facebook and Messenger – you can even make phone calls in Messenger!  

THEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES
However, we come from different theological backgrounds. That means that we may differ in our opinions on a variety of theological issues.

If you are investigating Christianity or still uncommitted in your spiritual journey:
· You are welcome here!
· This faith-based study comes from an evangelical perspective on the Bible, meaning that we will focus on Jesus Christ as the method and means of our salvation.
· You are welcome to participate in the study if you do so with a heart to learn. 
· If you have theological questions about God or other spiritual topics unrelated to the study, those questions should be submitted offline. We will not engage on non-study related topics on our Facebook page.
· If you do submit questions, we will engage with you to the point at which we determine to a sufficient answer to your question(s). At that point, we will end the discussion and give you space to consider that information.

If you are a Christian, who encounters a theological concern:
We are all united in Christ! The good news is that there is room for us to have different perspectives and yet still be united as Christ-followers. 

· It’s okay to ask questions respectfully.
· Your questions should be submitted via email. Non-study related questions posted to the group will not be approved. 
· If a participant references or quotes a Christian public figure with a platform that you don’t agree with, please don’t post your disagreement. Your post will not be accepted. 
· We will fight to see people come to know Christ, we will not fight with each other. There is a time and place for a healthy theological debate, but this isn’t one of those arenas.


PRIVACYHere’s the bottom line: 
We want to treat each other with respect. 

We assume 100% responsibility for our own spiritual growth.

We will seek to honor God with everything that we say and do.


All information shared in this group is confidential! This is most important when it comes to our prayer requests. 

If you post a prayer request, please respect the privacy of those who you ask us to pray for. Please make sure that your post does not violate their privacy with too much information. Less is always more! Do not copy and past prayer requests from other Facebook groups or other Facebook pages. DO NOT share information from this group on your personal timeline, Facebook pages or other groups. 

At the end of our online study, we will delete the prayer request threads.

GIVING ADVICE
We’re all nice people, right? And, we want to help each other. However, giving advice online can cross a line and create legal issues. 
· Our group leaders will not give medical, legal or professional advice online.
· Group leaders will not give advice that is required by trained and licensed counselors, medical professionals, tax advisors, attorneys, etc.
· We will refer individuals to contact their pastor or Christian counselor in their area.
· Study participants are encouraged to support and care for each other. However, we want to focus on pursuing our own spiritual growth and not directing or advising others. If someone solicits suggestions, that is permitted and leaders will monitor posts.
· We’re not here to “fix” each other. “Fixing” is giving directed advice intended to change behavior.  When someone is “fixing,” she will often use phrases such as “Why don’t you…” or “You should” or “If I were you…”  

BULLYING
Yes, we’re adults, but that doesn’t mean that bullying behavior won’t be an issue. 

What’s a bully? It’s someone who displays unkind behavior directed at another individual or group of individuals through posts on the Facebook page or in any other form.

Unkind behavior includes: rude responses, derogatory or profane responses, unsolicited and persistent contact, insistence upon providing money or giving support

Here’s the thing: Bullying won’t be tolerated and individuals will be removed from the group based on the determination of the leader.

If you feel that someone in the group is displaying bullying behavior toward YOU, notify your leader IMMEDIATELY with a screen shot of the bullying behavior. 

If you feel that someone in the group is displaying bullying behavior toward ANOTHER PARTICIPANT, do not try to handle it. Encourage the individual to contact the group leader or report the individual to Facebook security.

SUICIDE THREATS 
It is not uncommon for someone to make a suicide threat online. The leaders will take each threat seriously. This is what will happen for all suicide threats:
· We will provide the phone number for the National Suicide Hotline and encourage the depressed person to seek help immediately. We will not counsel the depressed individuals over the phone or on social media. Group members are also asked to refrain from counseling. 
· We will report the threat to Facebook security. There are times when suicide threats are made by non-group members who want to incite panic.

SOLICITATION
There will be NO solicitation or funding campaigns of any sort. Those posts will be denied or removed. 

ONE MORE THING: You should not send private inboxes or add study participants to any groups of any kind for any reason. Please do not join this group to get names of women to add to your bible study or your tier-marketing business. That is not a good business building strategy for you. 

PARTICIPANTS: If you are added to a group sponsored by another participant or receive solicitation without your approval, please notify leaders immediately!

NO warning will be given. The soliciting participant will be removed from the group.
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